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a t  the instance of Lawrence Addicks for the American 
Silver Producers’ Research Project under a Fellow- 
ship established in the Department of Dermatology 
and Syphilology of the University of Pennsyl- 
vania”-quoted from the preface. The preface 
states the primary purpose to  be a review of the 
literature of the subject in an attempt to formulate 
conclusions concerning the incidence of argyria. 
The source material has been studied and, with 
few exceptions, the authors have been able to con- 
sult the original papers. The subject matter is 
presented in nine chapters of more than 160 pages. 
Chapter I is devoted to history of silver pharma- 
cology. The term “argyria” according to the 
authors was, probably, first employed by C. H. 
Fuchs, Gottingen, and “argyrosis,” indicating 
pigmentation of the eye by silver, was first investi- 
gated by E. Junge (Graefe’s Arch., 5 (1857), 197) 
The bibliography contains six hundred titles; the 
authors’ index has about the same number of titles 
and there is a corresponding subject index; a list of 
nearly one hundred names is required for the Pro- 
prietary Silver Compounds, and a bibliography of 
seventeen references. All of these are helpful for 
library research and other studies on the subject. 
The chapters on absorption, transportation and 
excretion of silver; the deposition of silver in the 
tissues; pharmaco-physiologic effects of silver 
administration; diagnosis and treatment of argyria; 
analysis of reported cases of argyria; production 
and prevention of argyria; argyria of the eye 
(argyrosis) ; and industrial argyria complete the 
interesting discussions.-E. G. E. 

Clinical Toxicology, by CLINTON H. THIENES, 
M.D., Ph.D., Professor of Pharmacology, School of 
Medicine, University of Southern California, Los 
Angeles; Attending Pathologist (Toxicology), Los 
Angeles County Hospital. Flexible binding, 309 
pages, 51/a x 8. Philadelphia: Lea & Febiger, 
1940. Price, $3.50. 

This concise little treatise is intended as a class- 
room textbook and as a guide for the practicing 
physician and toxicologist. Only such chemistry, 
pharmacology and pharmacy are given as are re- 
quired for the understanding of the toxicology of the 
materials considered. Full descriptions of poisons 
are limited to those which most frequently give rise 
to distressing symptoms or death and to those which 
serve to typify a group of poisons. Poisons are 
classified according to their major toxic actions 
rather than to their positions in the alphabet or their 
chemical classifications. This is done in order to  
facilitate diagnosis and treatment. Where a poison 
has an action on more than one physiological sys- 
tem, it is mentioned under more than one heading. 
Chemical tests which give the best reactions for 
identification are described and some biological 
tests are also included. The treatment of cases of 
poisoning is described from the point of view of 
pharmacology and pathology. There are nine sec- 

tions in the book. The first six are devoted to the 
toxicology of the following classes of poisons: con- 
vulsant poisons, central nervous system depres- 
sants, peripherally acting nerve poisons, muscle 
poisons, protoplasmic poisons and poisons of the 
blood and hematopoietic organs. The remaining 
three sections deal with treatment and include an 
outline of symptoni diagnosis and chemical diag- 
nosis of poisoning.-A. G. D. 

The Association has received a dissertation from 
the author on Fluoreszen Mikroskopische Untersuch- 
ungen a n  Rindenpulvsrn unter Zuhilfsnahme von 
Reagenzien (Fluorescent Microscopical Investiga- 
tion of Powdered Barks with the Aid of Reagents)- 
a thesis submitted in partial fulfilment of the re- 
quirements for the Ph.D. degree a t  the University 
of Basel by IRMA STEINER, Apothecary, fem., in 
Canton Solothurn, Switzerland. Publisher Julius 
Henburger, Basel; dedicated to the author’s parents. 
In the special part of the work which follows the 

Introduction and the General Discussions, the char- 
acteristics of twenty-five powdered barks are de- 
scribed in detail. Using the f i s t  bark of the list, 
Angostura bark, e. g., the different structures com- 
prising the bark are described and the color reac- 
tions with reagents are defined. The latter do not 
differ greatly from those described in the Bulletins 
of the National Formulary which have been care- 
fully systematized and to which reference can be 
made. The author concludes her work by listing 
the drugs of her research and has prepared a useful 
table in which the reagents are tabulated and also 
the color designations.-E. G. E. 

l’ext Book of Pharmacognosy, by GEORGE EDWARD 
TREASE. 3rd ed., x + 739 pages, 5‘/2 x 8‘/2. Balti- 
more: Williams & Wilkins, 1939. Price, $6.00. 

This is the third edition of the well-known text 
by this author, who is lecturer on pharmacognosy 
in the University College of Nottingham, England. 
The first chapters are devoted to a historical account 
of the commerce in drugs and include a description 
of the drug auctions conducted under the Port of 
London Authority. There are also chapters on the 
collection and cultivation of drugs, insects attacking 
drugs, plant principles and enzymes. Part I1 deals 
with the structure of plants and the microscopy of 
drugs. Part I11 contains a classification of vege- 
table drugs according to  their taxonomic position. 
Part IV deals with drugs of animal origin and con- 
tains a summary of the various methods of drug 
analysis. The book is well illustrated and the for- 
mat is good. It differs from the other books in this 
field in that greater attention is given to the com- 
merce in drugs, such features as packing, grades and 
prices being discussed. The book should be in the 
library of every pharmacist.-A. G. D. 




